
Welcome.
I am happy to report that the work of Safeguarding continues 
unabated in the District of Ireland. We can never become 
complacent nor rest on our laurels. 

Since the publication of the last Newsletter in June 2017 
Tom Kiggins has died. Tom was a massive personality in the 
area of Safeguarding. When the Society was preparing to 
have its fi les audited by the NBSCCCI (National Board for the Safeguarding 
of Children in the Catholic Church in Ireland) in 2013 it was to Tom that the 
Central Leadership Team looked for help. Tom was charged with the mammoth 
task of getting all the fi les ready for the audit. This meticulous and demanding 
work took nearly one year to complete and during that period it occupied all 
of Tom’s waking hours. From the time of his appointment as Assistant District 
Leader for Ireland on the 1st of January 2015 Tom put Safeguarding at the top 
of his list of priorities. He was totally committed to Safeguarding and he very 
generously made his formidable talents available for this most worthy and 
essential ministry in the District. May Tom rest in peace.

I want to thank Billy Fulton for taking up the challenge of becoming Acting 
Assistant District Leader and for his commitment to Safeguarding in the District. 
In the past Billy has held the post of Assistant Designated Liaison Person so 
he brings a lot of experience to this important area of ministry. A special word 
of thanks to Sandra Neville and Laura Murphy, who along with Billy Fulton and 
David Walsh (Kiltegan House Leader) make up the Safeguarding Committee. 
The quarterly meetings of the Safeguarding Committee are vital in the Irish 
District’s commitment to ensuring the safety and well-being of all children who 
are in contact with Society members.

Tomás O Connor
District Leader, District of Ireland

St. Patri ck’s 
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Children First Act 2015
The remaining sections of the Children’s 
First Act 2015 were implemented in 
December 2017. This Act places a 
number of statutory obligations on 
specifi c groups of professionals and on 
particular organisations providing services 
to children. The Children First: National 
Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children was revised in 2017. 

This guidance is intended to assist people whether they are a member of the 
public, a professional, employee or volunteer in identifying and reporting child 
abuse and neglect, and to deal effectively with these concerns. It also sets out 
the statutory responsibilities for mandated persons and organisations under 
the Children First Act 2015 and provides information about how the statutory 
agencies respond to reports of concerns made by children.

You can view this document on www.spms.org under the safeguarding 
section.

Children Safeguarding Statement
The Children First Act 2015 requires 
organisations to prepare a Child 
Safeguarding Statement. This is a 
written statement that specifi es the 
service being provided and the principles 
and procedures to be observed in order 
to ensure, as far as practicable, that a 
child availing of the service is safe from 
harm.

This statement is displayed in the 
hallway leading into the Care Unit.

If you have a safeguarding concern please contact: Sandra Neville, Designated Liaison Person, 
Email: neville.sandra@gmail.com or Mobile: 087 9844779 
Or you can report your concern directly to: An Garda Síochána Helpline, Tel: 1800 555 222, 
and, TUSLA (Child and Family Agency) Tel: 076 695 5400
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NBSCCCI Mandated Persons (Republic of 
Ireland only) 
Mandated persons are people who have contact with children and/or families 
and who, because of their qualifications, training and/or employment role, are 
in a key position to help protect children from harm. The full list of people who 
are classified as mandated persons under the Act is in Schedule 2. 

Within a Church context a mandated person is a member of clergy and a 
pastoral care worker, or someone involved in child safeguarding 

Mandated persons have two main legal obligations under the Children First 
Act 2015. 
    These are: 

1. To report to Tusla harm to children that is above a defined threshold; 
and 

2. If requested, to assist Tusla in assessing a concern which has been the 
subject of a mandated report. 

Section 14(1) of the Children First Act 2015 states: …where a mandated 
person knows, believes or has reasonable grounds to suspect, on the basis of 
information that he or she has received, acquired or becomes aware of in the 
course of his or her employment or profession as such a mandated person, 
that a child – (a) has been harmed, (b) is being harmed, or (c) is at risk of 
being harmed, he or she shall, as soon as practicable, report that knowledge, 
belief or suspicion, as the case may be, to the Agency.

Section 14(2) of the Children First Act 2015 also places obligations on 
mandated persons to report any disclosures made by a child: 
Where a child believes that he or she– (a) has been harmed, (b) is being 
harmed, or (c) is at risk of being harmed, and discloses this belief to a mandated 
person in the course of a mandated person’s employment or profession as 
such a person, the mandated person shall, … as soon as practicable, report 
that disclosure to the Agency. 

Section 2 of the Children First Act 2015 defines harm as follows …harm 
means in relation to a child – (a) assault, ill-treatment or neglect of the child in 
a manner that seriously affects, or is likely to seriously affect the child's health, 
development or welfare, or, (b) sexual abuse of the child. 

Under the legislation a mandated person is required to report any knowledge, 
belief or reasonable suspicion that a child has been harmed, is being harmed, 

NBSCCCI News (www.safeguarding.ie)
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Garda Vetting
All members are required to complete the Garda 
Vetting process, if you have not availed of this 
please contact Sandra Neville (Garda Vetting 
Liaison Person). If you are unsure whether or not 
you have been vetted you may check with Sandra.

Celebret Card
The celebret card will be issued to you by 
Fr Tomás O’Connor (District Leader), this lasts 
for one year (expiry date May 1st, 2019).

Kiltegan, 
Co. Wicklow, Ireland

Tel. +353 59 647 3600
Fax: +353 59 647 3623

Email: districtleaderireland@spms.org
www.spms.org

If we act like children of God, knowing that he loves us, our lives 
will be made new, filled with serenity and joy.

or is at risk of being harmed. The Act defines harm as ‘assault, ill-treatment, 
neglect or sexual abuse’, and covers single and multiple instances. 

The approach agreed between the National Board and both the Department of 
Children and Youth Affairs and Tusla, is that allegations received by mandated 
persons within the Catholic Church (about Church personnel) can be jointly 
notified with the relevant DLP. This allows the DLP to assist in assessing 
whether the threshold for reporting has been reached. This does not prevent 
the mandated person from reporting directly. 

All allegations made against clerics and religious will continue to be processed 
through the DLP in line with Standard 2 - Procedures for Responding to Child 
Protection Suspicions, Concerns, Knowledge or Allegations.


